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u Accordingly," Mellini says, "Cosimo sent for the owners
of the said palace, and asked if they were willing courteously
to permit him to make the passage through it. But they
strongly objected, pointing out that it would spoil their
house; whereupon he (Cosimo) placed it as we now see it
on stone brackets, passing by a sharp turn round the out-
side of the house. Nor did he bear them ill-will, saying that
every one was master of his own house."

Hitherto the shops on the Ponte Vecchio had been occupied
by butchers; on making the Passaggio Cosimo ordered them
to vacate, and directed all the jewellers in Florence to inhabit
these shops, and this has ever since been the jewelleis1
quarter

From the time of his eldest son's marriage Cosimo made
over to him the entire control of home affairs, though still
retaining in his own hands foreign affairs. In the same year
(1565) Pope Pius TV died and was succeeded by Pius V
(Michele Ghislieri), the stern old inquisitor, and a pitiless
persecutor of the new religion With such a Pope it was not
difficult to see what kind of conduct would be most conducive
to the maintenance of that paramount influence at the Vatican
which it was Cosimo's earnest desire to retain, and the more
so since affairs in France, Spain, and Germany showed that
the time was approaching when he would be able to take the
step for which he had long been preparing.

The character of the new Pope soon made itself felt
throughout Italy; a general stamping out of Protestantism
wherever it had taken root began. This placed in danger a
man who had long been a firm friend of the Medici family,
and who had done good service for Cosimo, in particular, in
various capacities. Carnesecchi was a Florentine of good
family who had been Protonotary Apostolic to Clement VII,
and of so much influence with him that it was said that he
rather than Clement was Pope. Some years after Clement*s
death he came under the influence and teaching of Valdes,
became a Protestant, and ere long one of the leading Prot-